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Historical overview

Prague School

Felix Vodička
Rudolf Skřeček
Miroslav Červenka
Břetislav Štorek
Mojmír Otruba
Zina Trochová
Jarmila Víšková
Stanislava Mazáčová
Milada Chlíbcová

Cf. Miroslav Červenka: „Textologie und Semiotik“, in 
G. Martens/H. Zeller (ed.): Texte und Variante
(Beck: Munchen 1971), pp. 143–163; 
Contemporary German Editorial Theory (The
University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor 1995), 
pp. 59-78 



Compeating Approaches

3

Oldřich Králík (1907-1975)

- manuscript orientated genetic approach

Petr Bezruč: Silesian Songs: Genetic Overview of Text
(1967)



Czech Poetry Database 

• Czech Poetry Database –
unique full-text database of
Czech poetry of the 19th century

• 1,700 books of poetry

www.ceska-poezie.cz



Critical Hybrid Edition (KHE)

• A book series designed for the preparation of significant 
literary works with rich textual history

• The series represents a comprehensive and innovative 
approach to publishing that combines a reader’s edition 
with a scholarly digital edition

• Involves a complex process for preparing existing 
manuscript sources for subsequent literary research

• The complete works of František Gellner (2014) comprises
poetry, fiction, journalist articles, correspondence, art work

• A 2015 edition of Petr Bezruč’s Silesian Songs (M. Kosák, 
J. Flaišman, K. Merthová eds.)

• Forthcoming: Karel Hlaváček: Collected Works



Silesian songs



Visualization of variants



Tracking compositional
changes



KHE, vol. 4: Karel Hynek Mácha, Máj (May, 2019)

M. Charypar, J. Flaišman and M. Kosák eds.

• a new critical edition of Máj that 
includes the publication of all text 
sources in digital format and 
organisation of the text in reader’s 
format

• a unique opportunity to examine 
the [handwritten] Máj manuscript 
(including textological and literary 
research, as well as chemical 
research in cooperation with the 
University of Chemistry and 
Technology)







KHE (upgrade)

• since 2016, the project has been carried 
out in cooperation with the Monument 
of National Literature in Prague ‘From 
the source towards the edition’, with 
support from the Czech Ministry of 
Culture in the framework of the NAKI II 
competition

• development of a new editing and 
presentation KHE interface, 
implementation of the international 
coding standard TEI-P5, and 
transposition of media from DVD to a 
freely accessible internet application

• preparation of Kytice / A Bouquet by 
K. J. Erben and K. Toman’s poetic work 
for publication
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